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Director: Casey Harison (Professor of History, USI); position carries one-quarter reassignment time from Department of History
Administrative assistant: Marilyn Thielman; 15 hours/week at Center
Board members: Wendy Bredhold (Sierra Club Beyond Coal Campaign Representative, Lower Ohio Valley); Gregory W. Brown (Retired, principal Christa McCauliffe Alternative Middle School); Jennifer Greene University (Archivist, USI); Donald E. Janzen (Retired Consulting); Jane Johansen (Retired Professor of Business Communications, USI); Joshua Lockyer (Associate Professor of Anthropology, Arkansas Tech University); Susan Matarese (Professor of Political Science, Honors Program Director, University of Louisville); Carol Medlicott (Associate Professor of Geography, Northern Kentucky University); Graham Perry (Columbia State Community College); Donald Pitzer (Director Emeritus and Emeritus Professor of History, USI); Silvia Rode (Professor of German and Chair of World Languages and Cultures, USI); Michael Strezewski (Associate Professor of Anthropology, USI); Leslie Townshend (Director of Community Engagement and Historic New Harmony, USI)
Ex officio: James Beeby (Dean, College of Liberal Arts, USI); Jason Hardgrave (Associate Professor and Chair of History Department, USI); Marna Hostetler (Director, Rice Library, USI)
Center location: University of Southern Indiana, University Archives and Special Collections (third floor of Rice Library)

25 March 2020: Due to the Covid-10 pandemic and the closing of USI campus for the second half of the Spring semester 2020, a number of events planned by the Center for Communal Studies were cancelled or postponed. See details below.

1. COMMUNAL STUDIES MINOR – HIST 222 AND REL 370: The Communal Studies Minor was accepted for the university’s Core Curriculum under the Social Inquiry category (Feb. 2020). The Minor includes a required introductory course, HIST 222, “Roots of Communalism,” which will be offered in Fall semester 2020 by Board member Dr. Greg Brown. REL 370: “Utopian Movements: Seminar in Religious Studies” is a new course to be offered by Board member and Professor of German Silvia Rode. REL 370 has been submitted for inclusion as a capstone option in the Communal Studies Minor and that application is presently undergoing review. (REL 370 is also included in the university’s new Religious Studies Minor.)

2. BEVERLY SECKINGER PRESENTATION film Hippy Family Values was scheduled for 11 am - 1 pm, Friday, 27 March 2020 at Kleymeyer Auditorium in the Liberal Arts building. We did quite a lot of advance publicizing for the event, which was cancelled because of the Covid-19 pandemic. We are staying in contact with Professor Seckinger and hope to reschedule her film and presentation in fall 2020.

3. FALL 2019 BOARD OF ADVISORS MEETING: The Center Board of Advisors had its annual Fall meeting on Wednesday, 30 October 2019, 11 am to 1:20 pm on the USI campus. Fourteen members were present, four were not present; there were no guests; director Harison and Center administrative assistant Thielman took minutes. The approved minutes of the Fall Board meeting will be posted on the Center’s website in early summer 2020. Harison reported on the progress of the Communal Studies minor, public events supported by the Center, the 2020 meeting of the Communal Studies Association and plans for the anniversary of Robert Owen’s 250th birthday; Jennifer Greene reported on collections development and items sent by Board member Don Janzen; and Don Pitzer reported on topics related to the meetings of the Communal Studies Association and International Communal Studies Association, and developments in the field of Communal Studies, including books published and a film related to communal studies.

4. ROBERT OWEN 250TH ANNIVERSARY: The Center is planning an event to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the birth of Robert Owen. Harison will work with Historic New Harmony and the University in Summer 2020 – and within emerging constraints brought on by the Covid-19 pandemic – to schedule an event.

5. OTHER CENTER EVENTS:
· Harison met with Research Travel Grant winner Damien Rousselière, who worked in the Communal Studies Collection in May 2019. Rousselière planned to return to USI for another visit in March 2020, but this has been postponed due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
· Harison is working with Shauta Marsh, a founder of Big Car Collaborative (an artist’s cooperative in Indianapolis), on a public an event on “art and community” scheduled for New Harmony in October 2020. The Center will coordinate with Shauta to arrange a scholarly panel or something similar.
· Harison brought classes to visit the Archives in Fall 2019, where Archivist Jennifer Greene introduced them to the Communal Studies Collection.
· Spring 2020 Board meeting cancelled due to Covid-19 pandemic and closure of USI campus.

6. CENTER RESOURCES AND ACTIVITIES: 
· Website/Facebook: The Center adds materials and revises/updates its website. The links on the website are periodically reviewed by Harison to assure they are active. Harison also periodically adds information to the Center’s Facebook page.
· Printing and publicity: 300 pens -- 100 updated brochures -- 50 brochures for the minor
· Hosted a table at the USI Minors-and-Majors Fair to publicize the Communal Studies Minor (Oct. 2019).

7. PRIZES AND GRANT AWARDED BY THE CENTER: The Center sponsors annual cash prizes of $500 for the best graduate paper, thesis or dissertation chapter and $250 for the best undergraduate paper or thesis on topics related to Communal Studies, as well as a $2,000 Research Travel Grant to use the Communal Studies Collection at Rice Library. The judges for this year’s graduate prizes were Board members Michael Strezewski (USI) and Carol Medlicott (Northern Kentucky University), and for the undergraduate prize David Swartz (Asbury University) and Board member Susan Matarese (University of Louisville). The judges for this year’s travel grant were Board members Jennifer Greene and Silvia Rode, both at USI. The prizes and travel grant were advertised across a variety of disciplines on H-Net; the newsletters or websites of national academic organizations in history, anthropology, political science, sociology and American Studies; at USI and on the Center’s website. Additionally, notice of the prizes/award was distributed to the Center’s master list (which includes approximately 200 names). And an ad for the Center and its Prizes and Grant was placed in the magazine Communities. This year, applications for all Prizes and the Travel Award were due on 1 March. (In the past, applications for the Travel Award were due on 1 May.) We received four (4) submissions for the Graduate Prize; one (1) submission for the Undergraduate Prize and seven (7) applications for the Research Travel Grant—this is the highest number of Research Travel Grant applications we have ever received. We will publicize the winners on the Center website, with the Center masterlist and on H-Net. The winners of the 2020 prizes are:
a) Undergraduate Award: Alex Dandy of the University of Southern Indiana for his paper on “The MAGIC of Senior Cohousing and the Theory of Developmental Communalism.”
b) Graduate Award: Thomas A. Guiler, Winterthur Museum and University of Delaware for his paper on "”’The Soul of the Workman is His Work’: Sacred Craftsmanship in Hallowed Space."
c) Research Travel Grant: Rafal Soborski, Richmond—The American International University in London, for his research project on “Patterns of Prefiguration and Consensus Decision Making in Communal Politics.”

8. COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT, OUTREACH REQUEST/RESEARCH (from Jennifer Greene, USI University Archivist):
Received 15 boxes from Appletree Community in Oregon, have not had a chance to process them yet. My HIST 323 was going to work on them but cannot under the current circumstances.
Cassette tapes of CSA meetings were sent to IT for digitization, have not received them back yet.
Continuing clean up on communal oral histories, but they are going up daily.
Continuing to scan Pitzer.
Received web materials and community members interview from Janzen, which was added to the collections.
Continuing to standardize community names and locations in Janzen and Rosenthal photo collections.
Ordered several communal related titles for the general and archive collections.
Worked with Silvia Rode to select a Travel Grant Winner
Marijuana and the Bible Published by the Ethiopian Zion Coptic Church, came in 2nd place in Arch Madness
14 requests from July 1, 2019 to April 20, 2020
	9 public
	5 students

9. MARILYN THIELMAN’S ON-GOING PROJECTS:
a) Keep Communal Studies resource materials current by listing and filing new materials received from those individual intentional communities that have the Center on their mailing list.
b) Respond to any internal or outside inquiries regarding intentional communities.
c) Renew memberships and subscriptions for the Director of the Center.
d) Assist Director with annual Spring and Fall Board of Advisors Meetings: scheduling, food catering, agendas, minutes, etc.
e) Assist Director with special events, such as Center lectures, conferences, open houses, and book signings: scheduling, food catering, speakers, compensations, etc.
f) Assist Director with administering these annual awards: Center Prizes (Graduate and Undergraduate) and Research Travel Grant. 
g) On days when working in the Center, maintain a list of researchers who have used the Center’s materials and assist them when able. 
h) No longer able to list number of visitors to the Center since they may come on days when the Library is open but Center Assistant is not working in the Center. Visitors include researchers, students, faculty, staff, and out-of-town scholars. Additionally, students and classes occasionally circulate through the Center throughout the year.
i) Assist Director with his travel expense reimbursement.
j) Assist student worker who is doing work for the Center in the Library Archives.
k) When all Rice Library archival staff are out for a short time, help any visitors to the Archives until staff returns. 

10. SUMMER 2020: 
· Work on Robert Owen’s 250th Anniversary
· Workshop for prospective teachers of HIST 222
· Marilyn Thielman maintains a regular work schedule during the summer months, and the Center remains open on a regular schedule. Director Harison has a summer appointment and will meet with Thielman weekly. 

11. FOR THE FUTURE:
a) Oversee and advise for the Communal Studies minor. Add more courses to the list of Electives for the minor. Recruit faculty to teach courses in the minor, including HIST 222 and senior-level capstone courses. Continue development of courses at USI that can be included in the Communal Studies minor.
b) Host Center Open House approximately every other year with a goal of attracting visitors from across the university and the public.
c) Continue the speaker series with one or two presentations each year; re-schedule Bev Seckinger film presentation and talk.
d) Apply for a grant to develop resources and outreach of the Center.
e) Collections development in conjunction with UASC.
f) Maintain website and Facebook page.
g) Publicize the Center and Communal Studies. Continue advertising in Communities magazine.
h) Continue workshops to introduce faculty, students and others to the Center, the Communal Studies Collection and the Communal Studies minor.

12. CENTER BUDGET: The Center’s budget for 2019-2020 is $20,227.00. As of 7 April 2020, $7,829 is available.

ADDENDUM
BOARD OF ADVISORS 
PRESENTATIONS, PUBLICATIONS/PAPERS AND PROJECTS 
RELATED TO COMMUNAL STUDIES, 2019-2020


Presentations

2020	Harison, Casey. Planned film screening, Hippy Family Values, with filmmaker Beverly 
	Seckinger (USI Center for Communal Studies, March 2020). – Cancelled March 2020

2019	Lockyer, Joshua. “Seeming Like a Commons: Applying Commons Theory to 
	Understand Resilient Common Property Stewardship at Celo Community, Inc. North 
	Carolina.” Presentation at the Communal Studies Association annual conference. 
	Winterthur, DE. October 18, 2019.

2019	Lockyer, Joshua. “Ecotopianism in Southern Appalachia.” Presentation at the Rooted in 
	the Mountains annual symposium. Western Carolina University. September 27, 2019.

2019	Lockyer, Joshua. Invited talk “Modeling a Sustainable Life: Analyzing the Impact of 
	Dancing Rabbit Ecovillage’s Visitor Program through the Lens of Transformative 
	Utopianism” as part of the Eco-Communities Writing Residency. Harnack-Haus, Max 
	Planck Society, Berlin, Germany. August 8, 2019.

2019 	Rode, Silvia. “Utopia Explored. George Rapp’s Thoughts on the Destiny of Man, 
	Particularly with Reference to the Present Time; by the Harmonist Society in Indiana 
	A.D. 1824.” (lecture and book signing organized by the Center for Communal Studies). 
	University of Southern Indiana, March 2019.
2019	Rode, Silvia. “George Rapp’s Thoughts on the Destiny of Man: A Critical Study.” Historic New Harmony, May 2019. 
2019    Strezewski, Michael. A Walk Through New Harmony in 1820. Invited lecture presented for the Southwestern Indiana Historical Society and Willard Library. November 19, 2019.
2019    Strezewski, Michael. Christoph Weber and the Production of Redware Ceramics in the 
Harmony Society (1810-1853). Paper presented at the annual conference of the 
Communal Studies Association, Winterthur, Delaware, October 17-19, 2019.

Publications/Papers

2019 	Rode, Silvia. “Utopia Explored. George Rapp’s Thoughts on the Destiny of Man, 
	Particularly with Reference to the Present Time; by the Harmonist Society in Indiana 
	A.D. 1824.” 40th Anniversary of the Atheneum: 200 Years of New Harmony: A Role 
	Model for the Future. New Harmony, IN, October 2019.

2019   Strezewski, Michael. “An Excellent House of Private Entertainment:” The Harmonist 
Tavern, 1815-1825, Chapter to be published in edited volume, “That Wonder of the
West…” Harmony on the Wabash, edited by Caroline Kisiel, William S. Elliott, and Bartel 
Berg. Indiana University Press (manuscript submitted January 2020).

2019    Strezewski, Michael. Christoph Weber: Redware Potter of the Harmony Society, 1808-
1853. To be published by Old Economy Village, Sturbridge, Pennsylvania, and 
distributed by the University Press of New England (manuscript submitted December 
2019).

Projects


2019 	Lockyer, Joshua. Co-PI on Independent Social Research Fund supported Eco-
	Communities Residency ($15,824) at Harnack-Haus, Max Planck Society, Berlin, 
	Germany. To investigate how intentional eco-communities research might better inform 
	work on sustainable urban futures. PI Jenny Pickerill, Geography Dept. Head, University 
	of Sheffield, UK. Six other co-PIs included scholars from multiple disciplines in the UK, 
	Australia, Germany, and the Czech Republic.

2019	Lockyer, Joshua. Completed a book project and was part of a group that applied for a $1.5 million NSF grant to do research on ecovillages (book not yet published and grant is pending).


Report for the Center for Communal Studies Board Meeting
May 4, 2020
by
Don Pitzer

1.  Communal Studies Association 

The CSA Board met on April 15, 2020 to decide matters related to implications of the COVID-19 pandemic for the 2020 CSA Conference scheduled for October 1-3 at the site of the historic colonial Ephrata Cloister in Ephrata, Pennsylvania.  Kathy Fernandez said that the board decided to extend the date for submission of proposals for papers to June1.  Since the forbidding of large meetings may still be in effect in October, the board is investigating the possibilities of conducting a virtual conference.  Kathy will communicate all these and other developments and decisions on the CSA Constant Contact by online messaging.

The theme of the 2020 CSA conference is “Foundations and Futures.” Paper proposals and awards nominations go to communalstudies.org/annual conference/ where further information on the theme, registration, and originally planned pre-conference tours to Father Divine’s Mansion and Historic (Moravian) Bethlehem, and conference hotel can be found.  

Faithful and beloved CSA member Laura Johnston Kohl passed away on November 19, 2019 after her courageous battle against cancer.  She had been a member of Jim Jones’ Peoples Temple in San Francisco and Jonestown in Guyana.  A few weeks before her death, Laura gave a paper at the CSA conference at Winterthur titled “Peoples Temple – A Socialist and Anti-Materialistic Community.”  Her lecture on Jonestown in the Center for Communal Studies Lecture Series drew upwards of 400 people, by far the largest audience in our annual event.  Laura’s book Jonestown Survivor: An Insider’s Look was published in 2010.

2.  International Communal Studies Association

The April 18, 2020 online news release from the ICSA Yad Tabenkin office in Ramat Efal, Israel (rsoboly-t@bezeqint.net) carries two items related to the advantages and disadvantages of living in communal groups during the COVID-19 pandemic.  One seems to have been written by Martin Johnson who lives in a bruderhof.  The other is a project to gather and print stories from many communitarians about their experiences during society’s efforts to control the virus and its consequences.  Michael Wuerfel, the European Communities Director for eurotopia, originated this project and Anton Marks at the Intentional Communities Desk (www.communa.org.il) has volunteered to help.  

On April 22, 2020 a groundbreaking online conference was conducted on the theme “Co-constructing Shared Society between Jewish and Arab Communities in Israel: Possibilities and Challenges.”  The printed program can be seen at http://www.givathaviva.org.  The conference was sponsored by The Center for a Shared Society of Givat Haviva, the national education center of the Kibbutz Federation.  The event was also inspired by Givat Haviva’s publication of the new book Partnership among Arab and Jewish Communities for the Construction of Shared Society: Givat Haviva Model.  The author is Dr. Ran Kuttner of the Program for Peace and Conflict Management at the University of Haifa that co-sponsored this online event.  His keynote address was titled “Between Pragmatism and Dialogue: The Shared Communities Model as a Vehicle for Change” If shared communities like those championed by Givat Haviva can succeed and spawn many more, they have potential to write a new future history for the Middle East.

The ICSA office reports that Michael Wuerfel is gathering information for a new edition of the European Communities Directory (Eurotopia).  See at https://eurotopia.directory and https://eurotopia,de/newsletters/eurotopia-Newsletter April 2020.html.  Anton Marks is trying to make the directory worldwide.  Information and questions can be emailed to Anton at anton@communa.org.il. 

3.  Books 

	Claire Hoffman, Greetings From Utopia Park: Surviving A Transcendent Childhood (New York: HarperCollins, 2016).  A memoir of growing up with her mother in Maharishi”s  transcendental meditation community now known as Maharishi Peace Palace at Fairfield, Iowa.

	Rachel Israel, Counterculture Crossover: Growing Up in the Love Family (Watauga, Texas: Life Story Press, 2018).

4.  Don Pitzer assisted Historic New Harmony in its application for the 2020 Leadership in History Award by the American Association of State and Local History.  He wrote and submitted to the AASLH a critical review of the scholarship evidenced by the presentations at Historic New Harmony’s Atheneum 40th Anniversary Celebration—Speaker Series “200 Years of New Harmony: A Role Model for the Future.”

	Don is helping Professor Stewart Davenport of Pepperdine University revise his abstract and find a publisher for his manuscript titled “Sex and Sects: The story of Mormon Polygamy, Shaker Celibacy, and Oneida Complex Marriage”.  

	Don wrote a book review of Timothy Miller’s Communes in America, 1975-2000 (Syracuse, New York: Syracuse University Press, 2019).  It is to appear in Communal Societies: Journal of the Communal Studies Association.

	Don is assessing a manuscript on a prominent current communal group for Sociological Forum.
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